
Pride
Introduction

If you have your Bible… This morning we are going to be talking about Pride.  There is a
lot to say about pride so this week and next week, we will take as a two part message
concerning the issue.

The Pride Test
● Do you long for a lot of attention?
● Do you become jealous or critical of people who succeed?
● Do you always have to win?
● Do you have a pattern of lying?
● Do you have a hard time acknowledging you were wrong?
● Do you have a lot of conflicts with other people?
● Do you get upset when people do not recognize your achievements?
● Do you walk into a room and compare yourself to others?

Okay now for the scoring. If you scored 1-8 you are proud.  If you scored 0 you are very proud!
What did you score Brandon?  27. That's what I scored =)

This morning we will see Jesus interact with some prideful men, and rebuke them
strongly.  Buckle up, Here we go!

Luke 14:1-11
One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were

watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus
responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4
But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said to
them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not
immediately pull him out?” 6 And they could not reply to these things.

7 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the
places of honor, saying to them, 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not
sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and
he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you
will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit in the
lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 11 For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Context/Story
Jesus has a lot of interaction with the Pharisees in the book of Luke. I was thinking about

it when I was preparing this sermon, I was like, “Not another fight over the Sabbath.” This is like
part 5 million in the book of Luke. I’ve preached this sermon already a whole bunch of times. SO
i began to ask the question, what is making them behave this way? Why do they keep fighting
even when they are rebuked by God?  Ultimately their root issue is pride.  They cannot see who
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Jesus is, or what He is doing because they have been so blinded by Pride and arrogance.
That's what pride does,

According to Josephus, who is an ancient Jewish historian, there weren’t a lot of
pharisees. Maybe six thousand Pharisees in the New Testament era of the first century. And
what’s curious is that’s not a lot of people.  But for some reason, they are always around Jesus.
They show up in the weirdest places. Jesus is walking from Galilee to Jerusalem over the
course of many months, he’s out in the middle of nowhere in a field and it says the Pharisees
were there. Like they teleported in. They are just following him around. Keeping an eye on
God, making sure He doesn’t do something they disagree with.  They seem to always be
looking for a fight.

Underneath all of Jesus’ conflict with the religious people are two big issues. Number
one, where does authority reside? AND number two, what company should you keep?

Where Does Authority Reside? (vs1-6)
1. Explain

a. Jesus gets invited to the home of a Pharisee. What I find amazing: he went.
That’s amazing to me. I would not go.

i. if you argued with me for thirteen chapters of my life and kept picking a
fight in public and never apologized and asked, Hey, Pastor Brandon,
could you come over for dinner? My answer would be NO. Some of you
are like, “That’s why he didn’t return my email.”

1. This is a setup. These are his enemies. All they ever do is just
give him grief. And he accepts the invitation. And he goes
because Jesus loves everybody, Jesus serves everybody, Jesus
is good to everybody, even his enemies.

b. A man with Dropsy is paraded in by the Pharisees, He is there in a private
residence because the Pharisee wanted him there. They are trying to trap
Jesus! and everyone is watching Jesus closely, that's what vs 1 says.

i. Dropsy (extreme swelling/fluid buildup) can cause congestive heart
failure, fluid buildup in the lungs, Organ failure, a horrible way to die.  But
not immediately life threatening.

ii. What doctors would often do as a rudimentary treatment was to cut the
skin and allow the fluid to drain. Very messy, and painful.  And often
in small towns such as the one Jesus is in, there were no doctors to help
them with the process, so they would end up dying because they
couldn't travel to the nearest one, or because they tried to do it
themselves and got infections, or they couldn't stop the bleeding
once it started.

c. So here is this guy who needs healing, all eyes are on Jesus… Will He do it? Or
will he hold to our traditions?  Will he disobey our rules right in front of us?

i. Jesus heals him and asks them a question about an ox in a well.  Then he
asks what they would do if it was their own child. (sorry Johnny, you
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should have fallen in on a tuesday, i'll come back tomorrow, and hopefully
you will still be there”

● Bible + Tradition
○ So in addition to the Bible, there are teachers, commentators, history, traditions,

rules, and regulations. And a committee got together, guys educated beyond
their intelligence voted, a guy with a big hat declared it true,  and they wrote it in
a book so that  it looked very official.

■ Catholicism
■ Mormonism
■ Islam

● Bible + Nothing
○ The Protestant Reformation instead taught sola scriptura, Scripture alone is our

highest authority. For us, the Bible is over all other authorities, tradition, reason,
human experiences, are all beneath the highest authority of Scripture. And while
we don’t dismiss church history and theologians, we definitely test everything
they say by Scripture

○ Vs 5 - And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen
into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?”

2. Prove
a. Mark 7:6-9 - (Jesus Talking to the pharisees) And he said to them, “Well did

Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This people honors me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men.  ’You leave the commandment of God and
hold to the tradition of men. And he said to them, “You have a fine way of
rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition!”

3. Apply
a. Don't miss the mountain for the trees. They miss everything because they are

obsessed with one thing. For the Pharisees, their issue is the Sabbath. They
keep fighting with Jesus over the Sabbath, over and over and over. And then it hit
me. This is a tactic of self-righteous people. They don’t change the topic. They
don’t change their mind. No matter how long you fight with them, prove them
wrong, show them truth, they never give in, because if they do, they would be
admitting they were wrong,

b. They could have had some pretty awesome conversations:
i. Hey Jesus, you waterski without a boat…and skis…what's that like?
ii. Hey Jesus, You fed a stadium of people with a few tuna fish sandwiches...
iii. Hey Jesus, what is heaven like?  Hey Jesus, tell me about angels!

c. But instead they decide to make it about one thing. The Sabbath.
i. We can fall into this trap too. Far too often we get so caught up on the

one thing we don't like that we fail to see all the amazing things God is
doing around us.  We miss miracles while we argue over molehills.

ii. God is doing some amazing things here at Celebration, and in our world
but if we are not careful, we will miss it!
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What Company Should We Keep? (vs 7-11)
1. Explain

a. Jesus, rather than leaving the party, which to be honest is what I’d do. I’d be
like, “You guys brought me into a party, I rebuked you, now I’ll leave.” Instead
what Jesus does, he makes it even more awkward. He stays,and starts teaching
them how they’re all sinful and proud. All of them. And he begins by looking at
their seating arrangement for dinner. And he says, “Oh, while we’re at it, how
come you guys are all arguing for the best seat at the table?”

i. You all want to rub shoulders with the important people, and remove
yourselves from the poor, the needy, the sinful. Why is that?  (What
company should you keep?)

● The Righteous
○ The Pharisees tended to think that sin is caught like Covid. “Oh,

you’re a sinner? Well, I better keep a little distance so I don’t catch
your sin.” Sin is not caught like Covid.

○ Their attitude was “We need to separate from the world. We need
to separate from the culture. We need to separate from our
neighbors. We need to separate from sinners.”

● Sinners
○ Jesus had the attitude of a missionary. So he’s hanging out with

people, he’s going to dinner at their house, he’s befriending them,
he’s opening his life to them, he’s living in community with them.

○ God comes to earth and starts hanging out with people who are
sinners. And the religious people freaked out. In other places, they
say he’s a glutton and a drunkard and a friend of sinners. Look at
the company that he keeps!

○ It's like a Doctor only hanging around sick people. Of course He
does! He is trying to help!

2. Prove
a. Philippians 2:3-11 - Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility

count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,[b] 7 but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of men. 8
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

3. Apply
a. Humility or Humiliation
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i. Imagine you are sitting at the front of a wedding.
1. Nana, walker, Humiliating, Video camera, Relive that moment for

the rest of their life
ii. You need to be honored. You need to have the best seat. You need

everybody to know who you are, because you think that you are very
important.

iii. Some people don't see this as a problem because it has really worked for
them.  Pushiness, rudeness, bullying others to get your way.

1. Many of us have worked under terrible managers…
2. How did they get there!?

iv. But it will not work with God.  If you start with exaltation, God is going to
give you humiliation.  It’s better to start with humility and then God can
exalt you

b. None of us are irreplaceable
i. As a pastor, I am not irreplaceable.    In fact, my job is to raise up,

and equip people who will be better than I am at the Job.
1. Preaching, Discipleship, Shepherding. I am not special.
2. There is no shortage of work to be done

ii. 2nd TImothy 2:2 - and what you have heard from me in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to faithful men,[a] who will be able to teach others
also.

c. Pride is not a virtue
i. The western world uses pride as the motivating factor for our lives, and

we call it self-esteem.  That is why we have shelves upon shelves of
books on building our self-esteem.  It is the answer the world gives to all
our problems. We say the solution is Jesus, the world says the
solution is to love yourself more.

1. Depressed? You need more self esteem.
2. Not Successful? You don't have enough self esteem.
3. Abraham Maslow created this teaching

a. Psychologist - Hierarchy of Needs - like a pyramid (base
needs = Food, Water, Shelter) (Highest Need = Self
Actualization)

b. We exist to achieve all we can achieve, do all we can do,
acquire all we can acquire, be all we can be, I exist to
achieve my potential.

ii. This is absolutely anti-biblical.  We exist for God’s glory, not our
own.  We exist to love, honor, serve, obey, and enjoy God.  We are
not at the top of the pyramid, God is.

iii. And the Bible tells us that the root of all sin is pride.  It is thinking more of
ourselves than we ought.

1. Augustine - There never can have been, and never can be, and
there never shall be any sin without pride.
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d. Pride isolates us, and keeps us from serving the least of these. Jesus was the
most humble person who ever lived.  He saw no one as too low, too broken, too
sinful, too lost to save.  Our God and lord, maker of the heavens and earth, came
down, lived as a poor, homeless man, lived with sinners and tax collectors, and
ultimately laid down His own life to save them, and anyone else who was humble
enough to realize their need for Him.

e. Here at celebration, we don't want to ever be so prideful as to think that sinners
are not welcome. We welcome everyone.  (drug addicts, Soccer moms, science
teachers, Bikers, Business men, Prostitutes to philanthropists, Jesus Loves You!)

Conclusion
● Those who are humble will be exalted.
● The wedding feast in humility (you are a dear friend of the groom, You are loved, Jesus

sees you in the back of the room, and he will walk you the right way down the aisle).
○ There is no issue with wanting a seat at the table, the issue is how do you hope

to get there?  Is it through pride and pushing or is it through humility?  I believe
that Jesus wants us to have a good seat.  The question is, have you taken it, or
has it been given to you?

○ If we can stay humble in the place that God has put us in, when He feels we are
ready, he will call us to do more.

BAILEY LEAVING

Pray
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Luke 14:1-11   Pride

INTRODUCTION
While dining with some Pharisees on the Sabbath, Jesus uses the opportunity to heal a

sick man to confront the religious hearts of his guests. Jesus then addresses our pride through
an example of self-importance and the blessing that comes from humility.

DISCUSSION
● Have you ever sat at the head table at a wedding? How did you feel?

EXPLANATION
● Why did the Pharisees invite Jesus to dinner?
● Why would the religious leaders rescue an ox but not allow healing on the Sabbath?
● What does seating at a banquet have to do with coming to salvation through Jesus?

APPLICATION
● Is it easier to address a person’s physical needs or his or her spiritual needs?
● How does Jesus provide us an alternative to legalism, and what does it look like?
● Where have you been tempted to seek your own honor?
● How does walking in humility bless both the guest and the host?
● How does pride make it difficult for both the guest and the host?

THE 5 W’s (broken up into gendered groups)
● Word (How have you gotten into the word this week?)
● Wife/Husband/Family (How are you doing with your spouse/family?)
● Wellness (What are you doing to take care of yourself?)
● Work (How are you handling the work God has given you?)
● Witness (Who have you witnessed to, or prayed for this week?)


