
The Harvest is Plentiful
Welcome

Mother’s Day
Introduction

If you have your bibles….
Recap (Jesus set his face, traveling through samaria, rejected, Spoke some hard things)

Luke 10:1-24
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by

two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in
the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the
road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of peace is
there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7 And remain in the same
house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go
from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before
you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But
whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the
dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the
kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom
than for that town.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14
But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 15 And you,
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.

16 “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who
rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your
name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy,
and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed
them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 22 All things have been
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who
the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
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23 Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!
24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”
Context/Story

The Harvest is Plentiful
Let's go back to the beginning of the Chapter for a moment and look at the first two

verses.  Jesus is sending out 72 of his disciples into the surrounding villages to preach the
gospel, heal people, and bring salvation.  And in vs 2 he uses the language of farming saying
that there is a ripe harvest.  He is of course speaking spiritually.

Jesus is predicting what has not yet come to pass, turns out he can do that.  He is God
after all. Here we have Jesus promising that not only will there be people who respond to the
gospel.  There will be MANY people.  There won't just be a harvest, there will be a plentiful
harvest. There are many pre-christians out there that are ready. Low hanging fruit first,
(want a bible?)

The Laborers are Few
But there is a shortage of people who are willing to work. Too many of us have too small

of a picture of God's desire for us to be laborers. Too many churches have too low of an
expectation. There can be, for some, a very selfish disposition that Christians, in general, and
churches, in particular, exist simply to gather together for friendship, and for fellowship, and for
fun. And the truth is that Christians should love one another, and they should live in community,
and they should serve one another. But the church exists, in large part, if not primarily, to
introduce people who don’t know Jesus to Jesus.

Pray for a few things: Pray for boldness, Pray for Laborers, Pray for God to change lives.
Pray for our church to be a place where people can be equipped to go into the Harvest.   Pray
for our Celebration groups to be on mission in the local community.

Celebration Groups is similar to
The Lord Saves

1. Explain
a. What is salvation?  What does it mean to be saved? If we get this wrong we fail

to understand christianity entirely.
i. Not something we can earn.  (any religion that places works over grace)

1. Not Baptism, Not Communion, Not joining a church, Not doing
more good than bad.

ii. Not many ways (jesus alone)
1. Mountain analogy

b. Salvation is the property of God…
i. J. H. Wright - “Salvation, as biblically understood, is not at human

disposal or a matter of human achievement. We do not own it, or control
it. We cannot dispense it to others, still less sell it or offer it on our terms.
We cannot destroy or threaten it for those to whom God has granted it,
nor can we decide who gets to have it, or not. Salvation belongs to God,
initiated by his grace, achieved by his power, offered on his terms,
secured by his promises, guaranteed by his sovereignty. Salvation is the
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result of no action of ours other than that of asking and receiving it from
God.”

ii. the word “savior” is applied to God the father eight times and to Jesus 16
times in the New Testament, and to nobody else at all, ever.

2. Prove
a. Psalm 3:8 - Salvation belongs to the Lord
b. Jonah 2:9 - Salvation belongs to the Lord

3. Apply
a. Our understanding of this promise from Jesus brings up a debate that has

been raging for thousands of years.  Predestination vs Free will
i. Jesus seems to be promising a harvest, In his sovereignty, because

salvation belongs to the Lord, he seems to be saying, there are people
who have not come to Him that WILL come to Him.  A promise that the
laborer’s work WILL be fruitful.  This is an understanding of salvation that
we should affirm as believers.

1. John 10:16 - And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there
will be one flock, one shepherd.

ii. But we should also affirm that the call of salvation is for all mankind.  God
sends us out to all people from every place, calling on them to repent and
believe.

1. John 6:35-37 - Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in
me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me
and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.

b. Perhaps you are familiar with this parable concerning the difficulties of affirming
both man’s free will and God’s all-encompassing sovereignty.

i. A man dies and goes to heaven and as he enters through the gates, he
reads written on a sign “ Whosoever will, may come!” However, once
through Heaven’s gates, the man turns and looks back and on the back of
that same sign it says, “All who enter are chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world.”

c. Our salvation is accomplished by God.  We cannot take credit.
d. Transition: When God sends us out, we are commanded to preach the gospel to

all of creation.  Trusting that God will move and change hearts.  The Lord saves,
But he also sends!

The Lord Sends
1. Explain

a. He was Sent
i. 1st John 4:9-10 - In this the love of God was made manifest among us,

that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through
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him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1. Greatest missionary to have ever lived.  Crossed the greatest
cultural barrier, Traveled the furthest, Sacrificed the most to reach
the lost, and meet the needs of a people not His own.

b. He Sends
i. What is God’s will for my life?  If you are wrestling with God’s calling in

your life…
1. First, God has a general will for every believer, Found in the

scriptures.  Faithful obedience and submission to Him.  We cannot
expect to understand a particular will for our lives if we are not
following God’s general will.

2. Second, God doesn't steer parked cars…
3. Go try opening some doors, See if they open, bathe it all in prayer,

be sensitive to the spirit’s leading, Be in the word. Seek wise
counsel, and go try something.  God will steer. He will close doors
you are not supposed to go through.  He will open others.

c. He Empowers
i. Sometimes when faced with the work ahead of us.  We are afraid, or

overwhelmed.  The good news is that not only does God send us to the
work, He goes with us.

1. John 16:7-8 - Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he
comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment

2. God goes with us! Our job is to share the gospel. God’s job is to
give people new hearts that desire to respond in repentance and
belief.

2. Okay Brandon, thanks for the theology lesson… but what does this mean for me?
a. Join a Celebration Group

i. For relational discipleship, For accountability, for outreach, for people to
be on mission with.

b. It is going to get ugly
i. We cannot convince people into the kingdom of God. The natural

disposition of mankind is hostile to God.  We preach the gospel, and love
people, expecting for some to spit in our faces.

ii. The Disciples themselves encountered this, and God told them that when
they are rejected, it is not really them who is being rejected but Jesus.

1. Wedding feast - Matthew 22 - People will hate us for bringing them
good news.

c. It is going to be awesome



5

i. Let's take a look at the end. Martin Luther once said, “we read the Bible
forwards, but we understand the bible backwards” Let's take a look at the
end, to understand the beginning of what Jesus is doing.

ii. Revelation 7:9-10 - After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that
no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!”

1. It is not about race, gender, nationality, language, tribe, status.
2. It is not about america.  It is not about Patriotism. It is not about

the flag.  It is not about republicans or democrats. It is not about
the president, or who will be the next one.

3. God is pleased to bring people from every nation, every tribe,
every tongue, to worship Him in unity.  People redeemed by the
blood of Jesus Christ, and unified in worship to the King of Kings.

The Lord Satisfies
1. Explain

a. Having a bad day? (children fighting, struggling at work, Marriage not working,
Lonely, Depressed)

i. Number one category of prescription medication in America.
Antidepressants.

ii. The fastest growing segment of the antidepressant industry…
Preschoolers.  It’s just Jell-O and LEGOs and Play-Doh. And that’s
bumming them out!

b. This is what happens: People go pursuing joy in people and things and they don’t
find it. “Oh, once I get to this life stage, once I get this experience, once I obtain
this possession, once I finish this degree, once I pass through this season, then
I’m gonna have joy.” No. Wild goose chase, no goose.

c. your joy is not in your marriage. Your joy is not in your kids. Your joy is not in your
job. Your joy is not in your health. Your joy is not in your wealth. Your joy has to
come from someone else. His name is Jesus

2. Prove
a. Psalm 16:11 - You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is

fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
b. Isaiah 58:11 - And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in

scorched places and make your bones strong;and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.

3. Apply
a. We rejoice because we are heavenbound. Vs 20

i. How many of you have never been on a good list ever? High School
sports tryouts, nope,  Let's try drama, Nope, College, Nope, Job hires,
nope, Drinking, club, Nope, Eating, Nope…  One list you're on.  The junk
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mail list. The only list.  Spam and junk mail.  How did we even get on that
list!?

ii. Jesus says, “You know what, I'll put you on my list. Write your name
down. There is a kingdom waiting.  There's a father who loves you, there
is an eternal inheritance.  I'm building a place for you.  You can die and
rise and stand before the living God, and He will look you in the eye and
say, “You are on the list!”  And God doesn’t take anyone off the list.  What
a thing to rejoice in today! Amen?

b. We rejoice because we know God. Vs 21-22
i. I had someone ask me this week, “Does God need us?” NO (Perfect,

eternal, self sufficient)  If he needed someone, He could have probably
found someone a lot better than you and I.

1. Then why did he make us?  He doesn't need us, but he wants us.
a. Father Who looked down and saw us in need

2. Gospel
3. If you are here and you don't know God, You have no reason to

rejoice.  Come to know him.  Make today the day of salvation.
c. We rejoice because the Kingdom of God is coming Vs 23-24

i. “Do you know why people are getting saved? Because the kingdom of
God has dawned.”

ii. “Do you know why the demons obeyed you?  Because the king is here.”
iii. “Do you know why  people are getting healed? Because the king is

gracious and merciful and loving.”
iv. “Do you know who I am? I am the king.”
v. If you hold the title christian, you are in a privileged position!

1. Do we realize how few churches are able to see what we are
seeing?  VERY FEW. (salvations, Growth, health, baptisms,
younger generation)

2. Celebrate in the Joy of the Lord, because the Lord satisfies.
Conclusion

for those of you who live in our day, where you can turn on the radio, hear a sermon. You
can log on to the Internet, download Bible teaching. You can get a free copy of the Bible. Pick
one up on your way out. We’re glad to give you one. You could go to a church and it costs
nothing. Unlike a movie theater or a concert or a sporting event, you can go to church for free.
You can go to a Celebration group for free. You can get good Christian books for cheap. In a
day when there are innumerable opportunities to meet Jesus and learn and grow, if you reject
him, how harsh will your hell be? Don't let yourself be the one who hears, and does not
believe.

I say this because I love you!  God has given so much opportunity to so many! But let
me end on a positive note. The harvest is plentiful. There are lots of people that are going to
receive Jesus and not reject him, and not experience war, but blessing, and enjoy, in the
language of Jesus, peace with God. And he has sent us, and he has sent you. And we need
more leaders, so let’s pray for laborers.
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Invitation
Pray
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LUKE 10:1-24 The Harvest is Plentiful

INTRODUCTION In preparation for his ministry in Jerusalem, Jesus sends out his disciples to
proclaim the good news and usher in the kingdom of God.  As they return to Jesus, we learn of
how Jesus was sent, and sends others, and that He is the source of Joy and satisfaction.

DISCUSSION
● What is the purpose of a laborer in a harvest?

EXPLANATION
● Why are there so few laborers for the harvest?
● What does it mean to be sent out as lambs in the midst of wolves?
● Why were Tyre and Sidon destroyed in the Old Testament? (Ez 27,28)

APPLICATION
● What does it mean to be a laborer in the harvest here in Montrose?
● Where had God called you personally to take the Gospel?
● If salvation belongs to the Lord, how does that influence the way we witness?
● Why is it so difficult to find our satisfaction in Jesus Christ?

THE 5 W’s (broken up into gendered groups)
● Word (How have you gotten into the word this week?)
● Wife/Husband/Family (How are you doing with your spouse/family?)
● Wellness (What are you doing to take care of yourself?)
● Work (How are you handling the work God has given you?)
● Witness (Who have you witnessed to, or prayed for this week?)


