
Jehovah Jireh
Welcome

If you are new, Membership Interest Meeting Next week, Chili Cookoff, Easter
Eggstravaganza, Celebration Groups Round 2
Introduction

If you have your bible…
Our Finances in Seminary.  Tiny duplex, seminary housing, Part time Job, Melissa is

pregnant, I am going to school full time, working part time at a hotel $10 an hour,  I made
roughly $800 a month.  Rent is $535. That leaves us $265 per month, for everything else. I
remember sitting in church one day, and my wife pulls out the checkbook. We had always given
10% so she is doing what she has always done, but I remember this moment specifically
because of the financial challenges we were having, and I looked at her like, “are you sure?”
so she writes the check. $80.  And I am sitting here with this check as the plate is being passed
our way, and I am thinking, It's not too late… I haven't put it in yet. If I put it in, I’m pretty sure
they are going to taser me if I try and take it back. “Yes give it”  ugh… I have a mini funeral in
my mind.  This happened every month we were in seminary. We literally didn't have any idea
where the money was going to come from.  We were reusing paper plates, asking for extra
ketchup at the restaurants for other meals we would have, we would pinch every penny, but we
always gave our first fruits to the Lord.  And God took care of us.  He didn’t And I tell you the
truth.  We had twice as much money in our bank account when we came out of seminary, than
we did when we went in.  That is how Melissa and I learned to trust God with everything we
have.

We don't pass the plate here at Celebration Church, but we do believe that financially
trusting God is important.  So if the Lord presses upon you to give, as He pressed upon us,
there is a box by the door at the back of the room you can drop your offering into on the way
out.

I titled this message Jehovah Jireh which in our vocabulary means “The Lord our
Provider”

Luke 9:1-17
And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons

and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3
And he said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money;
and do not have two tunics. 4 And whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.
5 And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your
feet as a testimony against them.” 6 And they departed and went through the villages, preaching
the gospel and healing everywhere.
7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was perplexed, because it
was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, 8 by some that Elijah had
appeared, and by others that one of the prophets of old had risen. 9 Herod said, “John I
beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” And he sought to see him.
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10 On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them and withdrew
apart to a town called Bethsaida. 11 When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he
welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need of
healing. 12 Now the day began to wear away, and the twelve came and said to him, “Send the
crowd away to go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and get
provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.” 13 But he said to them, “You give them
something to eat.” They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to
go and buy food for all these people.” 14 For there were about five thousand men. And he said
to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 And they did so, and had
them all sit down. 16 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and
said a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set
before the crowd. 17 And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up,
twelve baskets of broken pieces.
Context/Story

● Who is Jesus? He is God, His Baptism, His power to forgive sins, His miracles
over sickness, demons, nature, death

● Where is Jesus? - Earth, Israel. He came from heaven to earth in the form of an infant,
born to a teenage mom supernaturally. He grew up and started his official ministry
around the age of 30.  At this particular moment He is on the northern section of the sea
of galilee (Bethsaida)

● Why is Jesus here? - an example, but far more importantly, To seek and to save the
lost, to reconcile God and men. He came to die, take upon himself the sins of mankind,
and restore us back into right relationship with a holy God.

● I have 2 points this morning, “God is a sending God, and God is a Generous God. Let's
dive in.

God is a Sending God (vs 1-6)
1. Explain

a. There are alot of evangelistic strategies out there. “Street evangelism, Door to
Door, Lifestyle preaching, Tract and dash, Social Media Warrior...

b. What is the selected strategy that Jesus uses?  Jesus’ strategy focuses on the
heart of his followers.  It is a discipleship strategy at its core, and the result is that
his people would be outward-focused, not inward-focused. Through
discipleship, his followers would have a love for non-Christians and their cities,
and that their heart’s desire would be to bring the love and truth of Jesus to as
many people as possible.

c. Jesus actually models this strategy himself. Jesus is sent by God the Father.
He is God the Son. He is sent into human history. He is sent as a missionary. He
says this repeatedly in the gospels, particularly John’s gospel where he says,
“The Father has sent me.” Jesus is a missionary sent into a time, a place, a
people, a culture, a language to bring the love and the life of God among them.
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d. Jesus is also a sending God. He sends his followers into cities, towns, schools,
businesses, neighborhoods, homes, to love, serve, and share the good news of
Jesus Christ with all people, and to see the salvation of as many people as
possible.

e. And here we read that it begins with him selecting twelve who were disciples.
These men followed him and were trained by him. These are unpaid people. We
would use the language, in our modern-day nomenclature, that they are
volunteers. They’re unpaid, like most of you. They’re not getting paid to do
ministry. This isn’t their job.

f. In our culture, we would call this a volunteer. Someone who says, “I want to take
a portion of my time and I want to specifically designate it for the purposes of
God. And I want to volunteer those hours as an unpaid leader and servant to see
if my efforts, combined with the efforts of others, couldn’t help the mission of God
move forward and more people meet Jesus.”

i. Usually God advances his kingdom in this way.  The gospel has spread
far faster on the coattails of Christian businessmen and women than
pastors could ever do it.

1. Acts 8:1 The Disciples stayed in Jerusalem
g. He doesn't send them out alone, God provides for those he has sent.

i. vs 3-4 And he said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor
bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics. 4 And whatever
house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.”

ii. Not a second tunic. Don't bring money, Don't bring food.  Let me take care
of all of it.  Trust me.  Trust me.  I will be faithful. (calling of Abraham)

2. Prove
a. John 16:7 - Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go

away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will
send him to you.

b. Luke 12:11-12 - And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers
and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or
what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what
you ought to say.”

3. Apply
a. We desire to be a sending church.

i. Church Planting - Our desire is to see so much growth and momentum
and passion for God and His mission that we can begin to plant churches
out of our church.

ii. Missionaries - There are roughly 3 Billion people who have never even
heard the name of Jesus, and if they have the name is used as nothing
more than a swear word.  We are praying, as a church, that God would
raise up people from within us, who would have a heart for these people
and give of themselves to reach the lost. The harvest is plentiful but the
laborers are few.
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iii. Support for our missionaries/Support for Church Plants - Some would
use these verses as a proof that we should not support those who are
sent out.  God will do it.  If God wants this missionary to succeed, He will
provide, If God wants this church plant to succeed He will make it happen.
NOT TRUE

1. Luke 22 gives us another example of Jesus sending people out,
but this time He tells them to prepare.  To pack supplies, take a
sword, be prepared”

2. It depends on the mission.  Sometimes God wants us to rely on
Him completely.  Other times, He wants us to utilize resources to
accomplish His mission.

b. Either way, we can have confidence that as we faithfully serve the Lord, He will
take care of our needs.  And if we are faithful, we will see even our enemies take
notice. (vs 7-9 - Herod)

God is a Generous God (vs 10-17)
1. Explain

a. The Crowds
i. Jesus, so far, has healed the sick, calmed the storms, cast out demons,

raised the dead, and told off the religious leaders.
ii. I don't know about you, but if I meet someone who can do all that stuff,

we're hanging out.
iii. A Lot of people are very excited about what Jesus can do.  Not

necessarily about who Jesus is, but definitely about what He can do.
iv. 5000 men, not including the women and the children. The full number is

likely closer to 15-20 thousand people.
b. The Situation

i. People are getting hungary, its getting late, disciples say, “Let's get them
home, or to the towns so they can take care of themselves.”

1. Jesus says, you give them something to eat.
ii. In the book of John, we learn that it would cost 200 denari to feed each of

them even a small snack.
1. 200 denari is 6 months of salary for the average person back then.

c. The Little Boy
i. 25% of the time that Jesus spoke, it was on stewardship. Being a good

steward of the money and resources God has given you. If we were to
speak as Jesus spoke, you would hear a message on stewardship,
tithing, giving, and using your resources for the glory of God, about once
a month.

ii. This little boy is extremely trusting.  Childlike faith.  Innocence, simplistic,
humility.  He didn't think, 5 loaves, and 2 sardines isn't going to get the job
done. He thinks, I am going to give this to Jesus, and we will see what He
does.
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d. The Miracle
i. Jesus takes the bread and the fish, Prays over them. And distributes them

to the crowd.
ii. Everyone in the crowd ate. How much?  As much as they wanted. And

after, they gathered up all the extra, and 12 baskets were filled with all the
extra.

2. Prove
a. Example of Provision (Moses)

i. The enslavement of Israel by egypt
ii. God raised up moses, Sent the plagues, God pharaoh to release all his

slaves.
iii. Parted the sea, Crushed his enemies, Provided water, and food for an

entire nation of nomads for 40 years.
iv. Gave to them a land, “overflowing with milk and honey” very bountiful
v. Jesus is the greater Moses - Deuteronomy 18

b. God provided for His people.,.. And He does the same today.
c. Matthew 6:30-33 - But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive

and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you.

3. Apply
a. Be thankful for what you have.

i. This was not a wealthy meal.  But Jesus took the loaves and what did he
do? He gave thanks.  This example of our Lord, being grateful for a
humble meal should wreak havoc on our sense of entitlement.

ii. Here is my question to you. How much is enough?  How much money is
enough? How much sex is enough, how much food is enough, how many
square feet is enough, how many horsepower is enough? How much
money in your retirement account is enough?

iii. Shouldn't we at some point be stopping ourselves and saying, I have all I
need.  The rest, I am giving to the Lord.  You see. It is a lot easier for us
to give Jesus our Sin than our Stuff.  Because it is not the stuff, but the
soul within us, that is the problem.  If you are a person that is
discontented in what God provides, nothing will ever be enough.  And you
may even begin to look at other people with disdain and disgust if God
has given them more than you.

iv. I have seen pastors who have fallen into this dangerous trap. Hoarding
millions of dollars in personal bank accounts. Calling others to be
generous while they are not.
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v. When we are ungrateful, we are telling God, “I do not appreciate what i
have been given. I feel like I should have gotten better.”

1. If you are raising a child, you probably understand what this feels
like.  God is a father, we are His kids. He wants us to

b. Be generous with what you have.
i. Sometimes we think, “the need is large, my resources are small. I am not

able to meet the need, All I can offer is a drop in the bucket so I am
wasting what little time and resources I have.  So I am not going to do
anything at all. I am not going to serve because the need is so great, I
can't meet it.  Our relationship is so broken, it's hopeless, I am not going
to try.  But we forget that God can multiply what you give!

ii. God does big things with little things.  Sampson killed 1000 philistines
with Jawbone, David killed Golaith, Savior of mankind, came into the
world through a teenage girl.

c. Be a good steward of what you have
i. What's Mine is mine = Selfish, What's yours is mine = Stealing, What's

mine is His = Stewardship.
ii. Pastor Brandon, Why do you have to talk about MY money? That's the

problem. It is everywhere in our culture!  Pull yourself up by your
bootstraps culture, Self made men.  But we fail to realize that all that we
have belongs and is given by the Lord.  Opportunity, money, promotions,
talents, skills, passions, homes, cars, intellect, spouses, children. etc…

d. Live by faith, not by what you have.
i. Give us this day our DAILY bread.  God provided for Israel, God provided

for the 15-20 thousand people on that mountain top. God has provided
for you and I over and over again.  He is Jehovah Jireh, Our great
provider.

Generous to the Point of Death (Conclusion)
We don't give to get. There is a dangerous form of “Christianity” that says give $100 in

faith and you will get $1000 in return!.  We don't believe that.  We don't give to get a blessing,
Giving is the blessing! Jesus said, “it is better to give than to receive.

Our God is a giver.  John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he GAVE.
Jesus gave. What did He give?  His life.  Why? So that we could be set free from sin and

death.  He gave us His Purity, so we could be clean. He gave us His Righteousness, so we
could be made right with God.  He gave us Hope, He gave us a future, He gave us an
Inheritance in His kingdom.  He gave us Himself. Let's Respond now in worship and praise, to
the giver of all good things.
Invitation
Pray
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LUKE 9:1-17 Jehovah Jireh

INTRODUCTION: The disciples just got done experiencing the power of Jesus through
extraordinary ministry, yet are unable to connect the dots to the ordinary meeting of needs.  In
this passage we see the grace of God through the meeting of practical physical needs that is
just as miraculous as those of healing, preaching, and casting out demons.

READ
● Read the parallel account of the feeding of the 5000 in John 6:1-15
● When have you seen God meet needs in an extraordinary way?

EXPLANATION
● Recap what the disciples have seen and experience since the beginning of chapter 8.
● How does chapter 8 prepare the disciples for being sent out?

APPLICATION
● What is our responsibility as Christians to advance the kingdom of God?
● Do we live as though we believe that Jesus has given us power?
● What are you focused on when you have trouble trusting God for practical needs?
● What would it look like for us as a Celebration Group to go into our

neighborhood/community and meet practical needs?

THE 5 W’s (broken up into gendered groups)
● Word (How have you gotten into the word this week?)
● Wife/Husband/Family (How are you doing with your spouse/family?)
● Wellness (What are you doing to take care of yourself?)
● Work (How are you handling the work God has given you?)
● Witness (Who have you witnessed to, or prayed for this week?)


