
 

Light vs Darkness 
Welcome 

If you are new, Celebrate Recovery, Talent Show/Potluck, Life Choices baby bottles, 
choir practice, allison 
Introduction 

● If you have your Bible 
● Family Dinners vs Restaurant Dinners 

○ The difference between a restaurant and a family is whether or not you do 
something.  

■ Restaurant - Someone takes care of everything, they take your order, 
they refill your drinks, they cook your food. Want dessert? No problem! 
They even wash the dishes. And if you don't like anything that was done, 
you can even complain about it.  

■ Family - you set the table, you get the drinks, you cook the food, you take 
your plate to the sink, your turn to do the dishes. You help out, you get 
your hands dirty, because that is what families do!  Want dessert? NO 
WAY! And you better not complain.  

● There is a difference between a guest and a family.  Here at Celebration Church we 
consider ourselves family.  And in the book of Luke, we see this play out on a spiritual 
scale, in how we are to behave with one another. 

 
Luke 8:16-21 

“No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a 
stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made 
manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take care then how 
you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what 
he thinks that he has will be taken away.” 
19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the 
crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to 
see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word 
of God and do it.” 
 
Context/Story 

Activity vs Identity 
● Our Culture - Our activities determine our Identity (work, Money, Drug addict, 

Status) 
● Religions - Our activities determine our identity (Give, Serve, Pray, Confession, 

go to mecca, You have to reincarnate, you have to suffer, you have to go to 
purgatory, so that God would find you pleasing in his sight) 

● Genuine Christianity - Our Identity determines our activity 
Be a Light (16-18) 
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1. You don't have to do anything to become a christian.  All the work has already been 
done by Jesus to get you in.  When Jesus died on the cross for your sins, he said, “It is 
finished!” You repent of sin, receive Jesus’ free gift, it is done.  

a.  But once you become a christian, there are certain expectations placed there by 
God for all of us.  Identity determines activity.  So this morning, my hope is that 
we can recognize that every christian IS ALREADY A LIGHT.  That is our 
identity. The question I have for each of us, is do our activities reflect that reality, 
or conceal it? 

b. There is no doubt that the whole world is filled with darkness. Lots of other 
people with their beliefs and causes, they’re public. They have parades, and 
bumper stickers, and come out of the closet.  Speaking and declaring and 
spreading, trying to get others to notice them and get on board. New fads pop up 
all the time.  They are adopted by the culture and spread via mass media in 
newspapers, music videos, movies, and social media. 

i. A less harmful example = Instagram Egg 2019 (54.8m Likes) 
ii. There are much more harmful examples as well - people calling evil good 

and good evil. Spreading darkness in their wake. 
c. But Jesus comes as a torch, and each Christian is like a small candle who’s lit by 

the torch of Jesus. By the grace of God, we are to humbly carry our light into the 
world, take it to work or school or wherever it is that we happen to be as 
missionaries in a dark world bringing the light of the gospel and good news, and 
exposing and illuminating Jesus Christ. 

2. So my question to you is this: How’s it going? For those of you who are Christian, or 
claim to be Christian, how’s it going? Because what Jesus exhorts us is not to hide our 
light, he uses this analogy that if the Holy Spirit has set his light aflame in you, you can 
either illuminate and expose, or you can conceal and hide that light. And what this looks 
like, practically, is that with your family, you don’t really talk about Jesus. With your 
friends, you don’t really talk about Jesus, at your workplace, you don't really talk about 
Jesus. 

3. But Jesus said, “if you want to follow me, live as live, speak as I spoke, do as I did, and 
don’t be ashamed of me.” Some of you say, “But the darkness will push back. My family 
will be upset. I will lose my job. My grade point will go down.” yeah, it might. To the glory 
of God, yes.  

a. You worship someone who was murdered. 
4. Prove 

a. Because Light is distinct from Darkness.  They are not the same, they cannot be 
the same.  

b. Ephesians 5:8-13a  - for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything 
is exposed by the light, it becomes visible 



3 

c. 2nd Corinthians 6:14 - Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what 
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light 
with darkness? 

d. Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
5. Apply 

a. What does being a light look like? 
i. If we believe that human life is sacred, that affects how we view such 

things as abortion or murder.  
ii. If we believe that all races are created equal in the image of God, that 

changes how we view racism and slavery. 
iii. If we believe that God cares for the widow, and the poor, and the orphan, 

then we will give generously and we’ll be involved in foster care, and we’ll 
adopt children 

iv. But above all else, it means that we put Jesus on display.  
1. We are created in his image - Imago Dei - Not mini Gods, but 

Reflections of God. Like a mirror. 
v. Get out there where people can see you, and through you, see Christ  

b. Pressure to hide the light - When people don't want to hear…  
i. They still need him! 
ii. In our culture, there is a distinction between public and private, and sadly, 

the Western world has decided that spiritual, religious convictions about 
God and life are to be in the private sphere, not in the public sphere. But 
the truth is, we’re supposed to have freedom of religion, not freedom from 
religion, that we are to be able to worship God freely and publicly, and it 
was never intended that our faith would not have anything to do with our 
life. 

iii. If you’re one of those people who says, “Well, it works for me, not for you. 
My faith is a private thing, not a public thing, and I only talk about Jesus 
with people who already know him.” Jesus says, “Hey, please don’t hide 
that light. I lit your candle so you could go out into the dark world and 
others could be attracted to who I am and what I do. And if you cover your 
candle, you’re not serving Jesus and His kingdom, you are serving 
yourself and your kingdom.   

c. Transition - Pressure is immense to lay low, clam up,  
 

We are Family (19-21) 
1. Reread vs 19-21 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach 

him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are 
standing outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my 
brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 

a. Catholicism… 
i. Mother Mary ever virgin 

b. Jesus’ brothers and family come to try to get him to stop. 
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i. Mark 3:21 - And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for 
they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

ii. They think he is crazy.  you can fathom that, right? If your brother said, 
“Hi, I’m God, Lord, Savior, and Christ. I’m here to atone for the sins of the 
world, and on the side, I like to water ski without a boat.” You’d be like, 
“You know, you need to come home, drink chamomile tea, and not say 
these things to anyone else. We’re gonna get you some help. You need 
help. You’re not well.” That’s where Jesus’ family started with him. They 
didn’t immediately say, “Oh yes, of course he’s God.” They were 
convinced over time, particularly by the resurrection. 

iii. We know this because His mother was numbered among the 120 that 
constituted the early church in the upper room before the day of 
Pentecost. Mary is there praying to, worshiping her resurrected son, 
Jesus, as God. And we see his own brothers, James and Jude, who went 
on to pen books of the Bible bearing their name, becoming Christian 
pastors, proclaiming boldly, “Our big brother is sinless, Lord, God, Savior, 
and Christ and he conquered Satan, sin, and death through the cross and 
the resurrection.” 

iv. It’s one of the greatest arguments we have for Christianity. If you can get 
your kid brothers, plural, to worship you as God, that’s pretty impressive. 
It’s hard to get your kid brothers to just like you, let alone to worship you. 
But that is exactly what happened.  His family worshipped Him 

c. It’s not that Jesus doesn’t love his family, but he’s committed to the calling that 
the Father has on his life. See, his family wants to meet with him, I think, in light 
of Mark’s insight, to quit ministry, go home, and be quiet. And Jesus says, “No. 
Tell them family is not just by birth, but new birth, not just blood, but my blood. 
And tell them if they think they’re family to act like family and help me do ministry, 
serve the Father. Don’t come to get me off of my mission, come to help me on 
my mission.” This is an invitation for his brothers and his mother to obey God, to 
worship him as God, and to serve alongside him because he is God. 

d. A family Member vs a Guest 
i. A family Member comes into your house and drinks your milk without 

asking. “Hey! You are all out of ice cream!” Honest, Brutally, Genuine 
ii. A guest comes only when invited, very polite, on best behaviour,  

2. Prove 
a. Galatians 4:4-7 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

3. Apply 
a. Hiding a candle in a dark room. 
b. Shining a candle in a bright room. 



5 

c. Both are ineffective. 
i. So what is the purpose of the church?  TO STRENGTHEN THE FLAME 

d. Some of us have families that don't know Jesus.  You love them, but you cannot 
trust them to give you the counsel that you need.  They may say things like, “i 
don't think you should go to church” or “I don't think you should marry a 
christian.  I don't think you should give your money away, I don't think you 
should be talking to people about Jesus, I don't think you should want 
other people to get saved.  I don't think you should shine your light…” 

i. To those who are in this situation, I would encourage you to lean into your 
family of faith.  

e. Family takes care of eachother 
i. That's what our father did.  That's what Jesus did, that's what we must do. 
ii. We must know one another in order to take care of eachother. 
iii. We must be willing to sacrifice for each other 
iv. We must be willing to give, and serve, and love one another 

f. the truth is this, if you’re not plugged in, if you’re not in a group, if you’re not 
serving, if you’re not connected, it’s not gonna feel like family, and you’ll be gone 
in less than a year, because you’ll just stop going to church, or go to another 
church, or just complain about other churches, or long for the ideal church 

i. Church is more than a sermon and worship songs.  It is life together.  It is 
picking others up from the airport, taking meals to those in need, 
attending little league soccer games, inviting people into your homes. It is 
putting up with and loving the weird uncles, and the grandmas, and the 
children.  

ii. Let us be like this here at celebration! 
 

He Who Has Ears to Hear (Conclusion) 
Vs 18 - Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and 

from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.” 
If you are here, and you don't know if you are a part of God’s family, I have Good News! 
Hearing is the first step.  

Family Gospel Father, Older Brother, Rebellion, Rescue, Restoration, Children, 
Inheritance, Family 

That is something to rejoice in! 
 
Invitation 

 
Pray 
 
 
 


