
 

Forgiven Much 
Welcome 

Christmas Play 4pm and Potluck 5pm, Christmas Eve Service 6pm 
Introduction 

If you have your Bible…  Imagine with me, middle east, sinful woman, conservative 
culture, highly religious, now take it back 2000 years, couldn't vote, couldn't own property, 
couldn't testify in court, was not allowed to learn, considered property. That is the woman we 
meet in Luke chapter 7. 
Luke 7:36-8:3 

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house 
and reclined at the table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 
learned that he was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of 
ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 
ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching 
him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say 
to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 
41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And 
he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, 
“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has 
wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the 
time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but 
she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, 
“Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith 
has saved you; go in peace.” 
Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news 
of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager, and Susanna, and 
many others, who provided for them out of their means. 
Context/Story 

● Jesus is invited over for dinner with a pharisee 
○ How historically in the book, we have seen time and again, that the pharisees 

were simply put, terrible people.  They are almost always the villain of the story, 
and Jesus is always the hero.   This story is no different, and should remind us of 
just how dangerous religion can become if people begin to see themselves as 
better than others. 
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○ This dinner was likely a scheme to trap Jesus in some sort of theological error 
that they could use against Him.  

■ Women did not participate in these kinds of theological discussions, they 
were not invited to these kinds of meals. 

● Luke tells us, “And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner.” Here’s this woman, 
and she’s a sinner. Her reputation negatively precedes her. Most commentators believe 
that she was, perhaps, even a prostitute. Whatever the case was, she’s done things that 
ought not be done. Her reputation is damaged and destroyed because she’s considered 
dirty and defiled. And she hears Jesus is at this man’s home, so she is going to do the 
unthinkable. 

● I need you to see her. She’s holding an alabaster flask of perfume, and she walks to the 
Pharisee’s house. The woman is going to walk to the religious meal. She walks to the 
door, she walks in the house. Can you see her? I’m assuming she’s nervous, ashamed, 
not wanting to make eye contact, wondering if they will stop her, throw her out.  When I 
get nervous I start shaking, maybe you can relate.  She probably can.   She walks into a 
room filled with men, not just “men” but “holy” men, “devout” men, “religious” men, they 
all know her. They all know her reputation. She walks into their meal. She’s the only 
woman in the room, and she’s uninvited. And you don’t do this. You don’t walk into 
someone’s home. You don’t walk into their meal as an uninvited guest, as the only 
woman.  And the men would have stopped their conversation, shocked—an awkward 
moment. They see her coming. They smell the perfume. This is very expensive perfume. 
This is costly. This may have even been the perfume that she wore to entice men.  “She 
brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she 
began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed 
his feet and anointed them with the ointment.” 

● Normally before a meal or when you entered as a guest to someone’s home, your feet 
would be washed.  It was considered honorable and considerate as a host to either have 
the feet washed, or to allow someone to have the means by which to wash their own.  

○ Because you would walk along dirtied, muddied paths that were trodden upon by 
animals, so there’s feces, and garbage, and mud, and it’s gross, and you’re 
wearing open-toed sandals, and it’s between your toes, and it’s under your 
toenails, and your feet are a gross mess. And if you’re gonna lay down with your 
Some of us in this room, tragically, are like that. We think we're holy. We criticize 
others, We don’t participate. Jesus knows your thoughts.  Some of us, when we 
read this story we think “Yeah, I’m like that woman.” But for some of us, maybe 
we should think, “Maybe I’m like that guy.” 

 
How Much Do You Owe? 

1. Explain  
a. Now, the Bible didn’t forbid it, but their culture and its religious traditions forbid a 

woman like her from touching a man like him in any way. She gets down, 
perhaps on her knees, and she goes to wash Jesus’ feet. And at this moment, 
something happens that she was not anticipating, she is overcome with a 
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conscious awareness of her own sinfulness. It is true for her as it is for you and 
me, the closer we get to Jesus, the more sinful we recognize ourselves as being. 

b. The closer she gets to Jesus, the more she realizes, “He is holy, I’m unholy. He 
is without sin, I’m filled with sin. He is clean, spiritually speaking, I am unclean in 
the sight of God.” And she begins to weep bitterly  And she just begins balling. 
Her eyes are filled with so many tears. They’re coming down her cheeks.There’s 
so much water flowing out of her eyes that it wets Jesus’ feet sufficiently to clean 
them. That’s a broken, humble, repentant, devastated, grieved sinner. That’s an 
act of repentance. 

c. Some of you have never shed a tear for your sin. She may have never shed a 
tear until that moment, and she shed a tear for, perhaps, every sin. And I believe 
she was not anticipating that she would become so emotional. Had she 
anticipated becoming that emotional, she would have brought a towel. She didn’t 
have a towel to dry Jesus’ feet, and so instead she used her hair. She let her 
long hair down. 

d. The Talmud was a Jewish commentary. It stated that a woman letting her hair 
down in the sight of any man other than her husband was grounds for divorce. 
Culturally speaking, this was unacceptable behavior. Biblically speaking, she 
wasn’t breaking any commandments but the pharisees in that room would have 
had a fit. 

e. Simon says to himself, If he were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman 
this is  

f. Jesus says, “Simon, not only am I a prophet, I’ll prove it to you. I know your 
thoughts and her sins.”  

g. Luke 7:41-43 
i. The extra 00’s 

2. Prove 
a. Matthew 5:20 - For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
3. Apply 

a. Let me ask you this question: what do you owe God? See, every month we get a 
statement. It tells us what our debts are, credit card debt, housing debt, school 
loan debt, car payment debt, and you get a reckoning. “Oh man, I’m that far in 
the hole.” What if God sent you that ledger each month of reckoning and 
accounting? If God said, “Oh, you didn’t give, you didn’t serve, you didn’t pray, 
you didn’t care. You were supposed to speak to that person. The Holy Spirit 
convicted you, you didn’t do it. You’re supposed to love and help here. You 
didn’t, you were too busy. You were supposed to pay attention to that person, but 
you’re too busy dinking around on your phone, you didn’t even see him.” What if 
God took an account of all your sin—past, present, future—all your thought, 
word, deed, sin of commission and omission, everything you have not done? And 
everything you have done, you’ve done to your shame because it ought not to be 
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done. What if God sent you a bill every month, what would you owe God? What 
would your debt be? What is your debt? That’s Jesus’ point. 

b. Some of you would say, “Well, okay, from this day forward, I’m going to live a 
good life,” but you’re not going to live a perfect life, and even if you do live a 
perfect life, all you do is not add to your debt. You don’t pay any of it off because 
you’ll only be doing what you’re supposed to. 

c. What Jesus says is, “God has come to forgive debt.” That’s what Jesus prays, 
“Forgive us our debts, forgive us our debts, God.” And Jesus is the means by 
which our debts are paid. Jesus is going to, ultimately, go to the cross. He’s 
gonna substitute himself, and die in our place for our sins. And it’s religious 
people who are going to murder him, and three days later he’s gonna come back, 
on a Sunday, to pay our debt to God. And see what religion tells us is how to pay 
our debt to God. We don’t pay our debt to God. Jesus is our God, and he pays 
our debt. Jesus pays our debt. 

Forgiveness Produces Love 
1. Explain 

a. Jesus also deals with her sin. He doesn’t excuse her sin, or neglect her sin, or 
shift the blame for her sin. He says, “Her sins, which are many.” He doesn’t say, 
“She’s had a hard life. Who are we to judge? This is an alternative lifestyle.” What 
he says is, “She’s got a lot of sin. I’m not arguing with that. The question is: what 
are we gonna do about it?” 

b. And this line is amazing, “They are forgiven, for she loved much.” You see, Jesus 
loved her much, and she loved Jesus much. That’s where her life is gonna 
change.  

c. The evidence of great forgiveness is great LOVE! 
2. Prove  

a. 2nd Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

b. Charles Spurgeon - If Christ has died for me, ungodly as I am, without strength 
as I am, then I cannot live in sin any longer. I must arouse myself to love and 
serve Him who has redeemed me. I cannot trifle with the evil that killed my best 
Friend. I must be holy for His sake. How can I live in sin when He has died to 
save me from it? 

3. Apply 
a. When you know how much Jesus loves you, and you love him back, and that’s 

the beginning of your relationship, that’s where everything changes. That’s why 
I’m concerned about some of you because you would theologically agree that 
you’re loved and forgiven, but there’s no passion for Jesus and no generosity, 
worship, or service. And I must ask the question, have you really met Him? 
Because when you meet him, you change. 

b. There are two categories of people: unholy and holy. In the holy category is 
Jesus. In the unholy category is everyone else. And Simon had himself in the 
wrong category. He stood back, looked at the woman and said, “She’s a sinner. If 
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Jesus were a good man, he would know that.” Jesus says, “I am the God-man. “I 
know that, and you’re in the wrong category. You’re a sinner too.” 

c. Religious people see others’ sin, not their own, are aware of others’ sin, not their 
own. They’re filled with pride, smugness, self-righteousness, judgmentalism, 
holier-than-thou-ism. Religious people tend to quietly criticize others who are 
serving Jesus. This woman is serving Jesus. She’s doing the thing that Simon 
should have done.  Simon didn’t serve Jesus, and he’s going to judge the way 
that she serves Jesus. 

d. It matters here who exactly is doing the forgiving! 
i. Imagine if you will that you rob a bank, then you came to me and asked 

for forgiveness for robbing the bank,  
e. Only God can forgive Sins.  Every time Jesus forgives someone’s sins, he was 

directly claiming to be God. 
f. I ask you the question, just wherever you are right now: How much have you 

been forgiven? Even as I ask that question, I am overwhelmed in my heart, in my 
life. I shudder to think of where I would be apart from God’s forgiveness of me, of 
sin in my heart and my mind, in my life, in my actions, in my words, over years, 
over decades. There’s no question that I should not be, at this moment, pastoring 
a Church.  I should be in hell right now and so should you. 

 
This Story Is Not Just Her Story (Conclusion) 

Luke 8:1-3 
Jesus included women in His ministry, cared for them, healed them.  And they served!  
This woman’s story is our story! 
"The love of God is greater far, than tongue or pen can ever tell. It goes beyond the 

highest star and reaches to the lowest hell. The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave 
His Son to win. His erring child He reconciled and pardoned from his sin" — Frederick M. 
Lehman 

 
Pray 

And so it’s good, it’s really good for us to pause, in light of this story in Luke to pray, so 
let's do that now. “God, we praise you for your forgiveness of us, for your forgiveness of all our 
sins. Jesus, we praise you for the cross. We praise you for taking the payment of all our sins 
upon yourself. Jesus, thank you. Thank you. Thank you. We bow at your feet now in worship, in 
awe, in gratitude. We glorify your name, the savior of our souls, the forgiver of our sins, the Lord 
of our lives, the giver of life to us that we don’t deserve, the giver of love to us that we could 
never earn.  
 
 
 


