
 

John The Baptist 
Welcome 

Business Meeting Today, Christmas Play Next Week, Christmas Eve Service 6pm 
Introduction 

If you have your Bible… This morning we are going to revisit John the Baptist.  We 
spoke about Him when we began our series in the book of Luke  We have come a long way, I 
hope you have been blessed so far, but we have a long way to go also!.  We are on week 16 of 
60.  So we are almost a third of the way through so far. But like I said, We will be revisiting John 
the Baptist this morning, so I would like to remind us of a few things about Him that we learned 
at the start of the book of Luke: 

● John was a prophet, and He came from a family of prophets.  
● His father was in ministry 
● His birth was a miracle.  (advanced in years) 
● He was to be exactly what Israel needed to prepare for Jesus. 
● He baptized Jesus, and handed the reins over to Jesus 
● Jesus (God Incarnate) goes on to do many miracles, preaching, teaching, casting out 

demons, raising people from the dead, forgiving sin. declaring the Kingdom of God. 
Luke 7:18-35 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his 
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21 In that 
hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were 
blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who 
is not offended by me.” 
24When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid 
clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, 
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
    who will prepare your way before you.’ 
28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 (When all the people heard this, and the tax 
collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but 
the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been 
baptized by him.) 
31 “To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They 
are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
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    we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 
33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her 
children.” 
 
Context/Story 

The Greatest Man in the World 
Greatness is different than we think 
How the world defines Greatness 
How God defines Greatness 
 

John was Great Because He Sought Truth (18-23) 
1. Explain 

a. Here is the situation with John. His parents were devout. He learned the Bible 
growing up. They taught him the Old Testament Scriptures. He learned to pray, 
and walk with God, and serve God from a young age. He’s part of a ministry 
family, and then he becomes this mighty preacher, and God speaks through him 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. And multitudes come out to learn from him, yet, 
he still has questions. That’s curious. Here is the guy with all the answers who 
still has some questions.  

i. All of us have questions about Jesus, and we shouldn’t be embarrassed 
by that. We shouldn’t be ashamed of that. We should accept that as a 
good thing. 

b. It doesn’t matter how long you walk with Jesus. It doesn’t matter how many 
books you’ve read, or how much Scripture you’ve memorized, or how many 
sermons you’ve listened to, or how much truth you have embraced, you’re still 
going to occasionally have a question. And this isn’t unbelief. This is just a 
question. He doesn’t have a rejection of Jesus. He’s looking for clarification. 

c. At issue is not whether we should question God, but in what manner—and for 
what reason—we question Him. To question God is not in itself wrong.  

2. Prove 
a. Habakuk 1:1-4 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?  Or 

cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see iniquity, 
and why do you idly look at wrong?  Destruction and violence are before me; 
strife and contention arise. 4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes 
forth, For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 

b. The prophet Habakkuk had questions for God concerning the timing and agency 
of the Lord’s plan. Habakkuk, rather than being rebuked for his questions, is 
patiently answered, and the prophet ends his book with a song of praise to the 
Lord. Many questions are put to God in the Psalms (Psalms 10, 44, 74, 77). 

3. Apply 
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a. Although God does not always answer our questions in the way we want, we 
conclude from these passages that a sincere question from an earnest heart is 
welcomed by God. 

b. Some of you have questions this morning.  Some of you don't understand things 
about following Jesus.  

i. Seeking - Who is Jesus, What does it mean to follow him? Am I a sinner? 
Is God who He says He is?  If God created everything, who created God? 

ii. New Christian - How do I live like a christian? What is my purpose? What 
does propitiation mean? Did God really want Abraham to offer Isaac as a 
sacrifice? Did Adam have a belly button?  Who did Cain marry? 

iii. Mature Believer - How do I handle the problem of Evil?  How do I take Joy 
in Suffering? What does it mean to Glorify God?  What is the most 
effective way to fight this sin?  How to make disciples? 

c. an honest question is not a sin, but a bitter, untrusting, or rebellious heart is. God 
is not intimidated by questions.  And every Christian should seek truth. John did 
this and so should we 

John Was Great Because He Called People to Repentance (29-30) 
1. Explain 

a. John comes in the line of the Old Testament prophets. All of which proclaimed to 
the people of Israel, “Repent, Repent, Repent, Turn back to God!” 

i. Some received the message - Tax collectors, sinners, commoners 
ii. Some rejected it. - Religious leaders, the Proud. 

b. Sin - Cornelius Plantinga a famous christian philosopher explains sin this way - 
“The Bible presents sin by way of major concepts, principally lawlessness and 
faithlessness, expressed in an array of images: sin is the missing of a target, a 
wandering from the path, a straying from the fold. Sin is a hard heart and a stiff 
neck. Sin is blindness and deafness. It is both the overstepping of a line and the 
failure to reach it—both transgression and shortcoming. Sin is a beast crouching 
at the door. In sin, people attack or evade or neglect their divine calling. These 
and other images suggest deviance: even when it is familiar, sin is never normal. 
Sin is disruption of created harmony and then resistance to divine restoration of 
that harmony. Above all, sin disrupts and resists the vital human relation to God. 

i. Sin is going too far. It’s not going far enough. It’s a hard heart, a stiff neck. 
Sin is living your life with anyone or anything other than the God of the 
Bible as the center of your identity, and the source of your joy. Sin is what 
we think, what we feel, what we do. It is what we fail to think, feel, and do. 
Sin is commission, where we do that which is evil. It is also omission, 
where we fail to do that which is right. Sin is not just action, it’s also 
conditioned. We are sinners by nature and choice. The Bible says, in fact, 
from our mother’s womb. It’s all the way down in the roots. 

c. Repentance - A turning away from sin and toward God. 
d. John is addressing the issue of sin, and he is commanding, compelling people to 

repent of sin. And if I might be so bold, it’s not popular today to talk about sin, 
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and it’s certainly not popular to talk about repentance. And John stands against a 
whole nation, saying that their problem is sin, and their answer is repentance. 

2. Prove  
a. Joel 2:12-13 - Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 

3. Apply 
a. What does repentance look like? 

i. Conviction 
1. It starts with conviction, that is a work of God. Jesus says that the 

Holy Spirit would come to convict us of sin. 
ii. Confession 

1. Now at this point, we can grieve, quench, or resist the Holy Spirit 
as he convicts us. Here it says that they declared God just, that’s 
agreeing with God. That’s what they’re doing. “You’re right, I’m 
wrong.” That moves on to confession. Confession is declaring, 
talking about, owning it. 

a. Confession starts with God and extends to others - Don't 
wait to get caught. That's not true repentance 

iii. Turning Away 
1. Repentance is not managing, or minimizing sin.  It is not 

committing to do it less.  Our sin is so bad that Jesus had to die for 
it. We must turn from it, get rid of it, Kill it.  If Jesus died for that 
sin, that sin must die. You can't wound it, you must kill it. Wage 
war until it is dead. 

iv. Restitution 
1. This is not penance, where we try to pay God back,  but it is a 

striving to make things right. If you have stolen, give it back. If you 
have lied, go tell them the truth.  

a. My Children 
v. Reconciliation 

1. This is where God and people are reconciled, and where people 
and people are reconciled. 

2. Forgiving Yourself... 
John Was Great Because He Endured His Enemies (31-35) 

1. Explain  
a. Reread the Text 
b. Have you ever been in a situation with someone where it just doesn't seem like 

you can win?  
i. Kids who hate everything you try to feed them. 
ii. Trying to make Eyore happy 
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iii. I get these people in ministry sometimes.  You get them at work, or at 
home.  No matter what you do, it's never enough.  That's what John was 
dealing with.  Pharisees who would look at John and criticize. Then look 
at Jesus and criticize.  

iv. “We don’t like John, and we don’t like Jesus.” Why? One eats bread, one 
doesn’t. One drinks wine, one doesn’t. We don’t like either of them. 
What? “Yeah, and today’s too hot, and it’s too cold. And you’re too tall, 
and you’re too short.”  Because critics are defined by who or what they 
are against. 

2. Apply 
a. We need to be careful that we are not the church of critics.   There is a line 

between calling people to repentance, and self-righteously judging them. We 
start with ourselves.  

b. John the Baptist endured to the end.  
i. In Matthew’s Gospel, it tells us that at this point, John the Baptist is in 

prison.  He would eventually be killed by Herod.  This man would not 
experience one more day of freedom for the remainder of his life.  Why? 
Because he was faithful to do what God had told Him to do.  

c. Would you be faithful if it meant a prison cell?  A beheading?  Will your faith 
endure until the end? Or will you discard it once you are finished going through 
that rough patch of your life?  Moment of truth time.  Are you serving God for Him 
or for You?  

The Least in the Kingdom of God is greater than John (Conclusion) 
● John was also the “greatest” in that God had chosen him to break the 430 years of 

divine silence that had existed since the prophet Malachi. John was bridge from the Old 
Testament to the New. John was the last of the Old Testament prophets and stood on 
the cusp of a new covenant.  His preaching was the end of the Law and the beginning of 
the Promise. He was the last in the long line of prophets who predicted Christ, yet he 
was the only one who could actually see Christ in the flesh. Moses, Isaiah, and the rest 
of the prophets had pointed to a far-distant savior they could see only faintly. John 
pointed at an actual human being who stood directly in front of him. No other prophet 
had that privilege. 

● If at this point all I did was tell you, “John was great, you can be great, aspire to 
greatness,” I would be nothing more than a motivational speaker. This would be a pep 
rally.  But that is not what Jesus is saying here.  We have some things that even John 
never had. 

● John died without seeing the fullness of God’s plan in Christ.  John never saw the 
crucifixion of Christ or His glorious resurrection. He never experienced pentecost, and 
did not have the third member of the trinity dwelling within him, empowering him to do 
great things.  We have the fullness of the scriptures that John did not.  We understand 
more, we see more clearly, and we are able to experience God more fully than John the 
Baptist could.  The least in the Kingdom is truly greater than Him. 

Pray 


